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FOREIGN iM[NISTER GRUBER STRESSES AUSTRIAN INTERESTS IN TREATY TALKS, 
Austrian Foreign Minister Karl Gruber, who left Vienna for London on 
August 18th to attend the final phase of the negotiations now being 
conducted by the Big Four Deputy Foreign Ministers in view of com- 
pleting the draft of the Austrian State Treaty by September lst, has 
given the official "Wiener Zeitung" an article in which he discussed 
anew the fundamental questions underlying the Austrian State Treaty. - 
in the article, Foreign Minister Gruber expressed the opinion that 
Soviet policy was not adverse to a termination of the cold war or at 
least to a gradual abatement in its intensity, as far as the Austrian 
sector was concerned. The Soviet Government, Dr, Gruber continued, 
could rightfully assume that the signing of the Austrian State Treaty 
would lead to an improvement in the strained political relations of 
Europe. Even if future developments were still being viewed with 
distrust and suspicion at this time, these feelings would give way to 
greater confidence with each passing month of the existence of a free 
Austria, Not only did the Soviet Government know how anxiously the 
Austrian people were looking forward to complete freedom, but it was 
also aware of the determination of the Austrian Government to accept 
only such a treaty which would offer the country a sound basis of ex- 
istence for the future, For years the Austrian Government had opposed 
oppressive proposals and still had no intention of letting itself be 
pushed into the acceptance of any unjust conditions at this time, 

The agreement reached by the Foreign Ministers in Paris last June 
was in accord with the conditions laid down by the Austrian Parliament 
some time ago. In view of the international picture today, Dr. Gruber 
continued, the Paris agreement is to be regarded, on the whole, as a 
welcome liquidation of the great political mistakes of the past. "Once 
the cooks have spoiled the soup, the damage done cannot be remedied by 
letting it continue to boil endlessly on the fire, until it will fi- 
nally have become entirely unpalatable..." Of course the decisions 
now being arrived at by the Deputies in London must be in keeping with 
the Paris agreement, This is a decisive factor in evaluating the 
treaty's contents, not only because some o11 field might possibly tip 
the scales in disfavor of Austria's viability, but because confidence 
in the observance of decisions made is possibly the most important 
prerequisite for the treaty to become the key to one of the doors 
leading to world peace, 

"The agreement reached in Paris by the Foreign Ministers was 
warmly welcomed by the overwhelming majority of the Austrian people", 
Dr. Gruber stated. "This attitude may soon prove to be an important 
factor in bringing about the final liberation of the country, Freedom 
is no election slogan, It is and will always be the highest goal of 
Austrian policy, illay every Austrian conscious of his responsibilities 
always be mindful of the fact that it is our job to steer the ship of 
this treaty between the Scylla of foreign greed and the Charybdis of 
exaggerated mistrust, Nor let us underestimate the importance and 
greatness of the mission to reinstate a free Austria, in a turbulent 
world surrounded by the dangers of the cold war, In our judgment let 
us", Dr. Gruber concluded “adhere strictly to the facts, because it is 
only on these that the structure of Austrian freedom can be erected. 


PARTIAL PROGRESS IN AUSTRIAN STATE TREATY TALKS. The negotiations now 
being conducted in London by the Big Four Deputy Foreign Ministers, 
who have been instructed to complete the final draft of the Austrian 
State Treaty by September lst, have led to only partial agreements 
during the last few weeks, Nine articles of the treaty draft still 
remain unsettled, Forty-four of the 55 articles have so far been com- 
pleted, Although the Deputies were able to reach agreement on legis- 
lation to protect the rights of the Slovene and Croat minorities in 
Austria, and disposed of Article 43 ( application of Austrian laws to 
United lations! property) and Article 36 (compensation for art treas- 
ures stolen by the Germans and brought to Austria), during the second 
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half of August, differences of opinion and disagreements continue to 
persist, primarily on the question of "German assets" and on the future 
of the "Displaced Persons" still in Austria, Article 43 was settled 
by being dropped completely and Article 56 was modified along lines 
satisfactory to Austria. 


CLOSE TO 4,400,000 AUSTRIANS WILL GO TO THE POLIS ON OCTOBER 9th, 
4,593, 000 fustrians Will be entitied to vote in the forthcoming par- 
lianentary elections to be held on October 9th, according to a state- 
ment released on August 18th by Austrian Minister of the Interior 
Oskar Helmer, Since the election turnout is generally very large in 
Austria, it is expected that a high percentage of those entitled to 
vote will actually cast their ballot. Compared to the last elections, 
which were held in November 1945, the number of eligible voters has 
inereased by 943,000 or 27%, In 1945, those entitlod to vote numbered 
5,450,000, The somewhat less than one million new voters represent 
young people who have reached the legal voting age, prisoners of war 
who have returned home, newly-naturalized citizens and so-called minor 
Nazis, -The latter had been disfranchised in the last elections, but a 
general amnesty granted by the Austrian Parliament and unanimously up- 
held by the Allied Council restored their voting rights. The major 
Nazis, that is to say those individuals who actively supported Natio- 
nal Socialism and held leading positions in Nazi organizations, or 
were in any way found guilty as a result of their Nazi connections, 
continue to be deprived of the right to vote, This group includes 
some 50,000 persons, 

Minister of the Interior Oskar I'elmer further declared that 
between the end of the war and June 30, 1949, a total of 125,784 (with 
their dependents, about 250,000) persons have been granted Austrian 
citizenship. by the end of 1948, almost one million foreigners who 
were in Austria at the end of hostilities had left the country, Never- 
theless, on July 1, 1949, there were still 497,670 foreigners in 
Austria, 85,700 of whom were living in refugee camps, A total of 
486,747 Austrians returned from prisoner-of-war camps abroad: 140,750 
from American camps, 155,627 from mussian camps, 154,500 from British 
camps, 58,520 from French camps, 15,250 from Yugoslav camps, 1500 from 
Belgian camps and 600 from Polish camps. : 





6 POLITICAL PARTIES HAVE SO FAR REGISTERED FOR AUSTRIAN ELECTIONS, The 
"Sozialistische Korrespoucdenz” (news service Of tne Socialist Party) 
reports that so far the following six political parties have registered 
with the Supreme Election Authority: the Austrian People's Party 
(Oesterreichische Volkspartei), the Socialist Party of Austria, the 
Communist Party (on a joint election ticket with the Left-Wing Social- 
ists of Erwin Scharf), the Democratic Union, the “Ergocratic"” Party 
and the Union of Independents ("Verband der Unabhaengigen"), The first 
three parties listed had already entered their candidates in the 1945 
elections, but the last three were established only comparatively re- 
cently and will participate in the elections for the first tine, 

In the province of Carinthia, the Democratic Party ( a splinter 
group which had already entered candidates in Carinthia in 1945) and 
the Democratic Front of the Working People ("Demokratische Front des 
Schaffenden Volkes") have registered for the province's State Assembly 
elections, The Democratic Front of the Working People is a small 
splinter group of pro-Tito Slovene left-wing elements which had hither- 
to been known under the name of Slovenian Liberation Front, Up until 
the conflict between Tito and the Cominform broke out in the spring of 
1948, this latter group had been closely associated with the Austrian 
Comnunists, but has since broken away from them, 





NATIONAL COMMUNIST PARTY REPORTED ESTABLISHED IN AUSTRIA, Talks are 
now reported to be taking place between emissaries of Marshal Tito and 
Austrian Communists for the formation of a national Communist party of 
Austria, according to a report which appeared in the Viennese paper 
"Die Presse" on August 13th, The core of this party is allegedly to 
be constituted by some 10,000 to 12,000 individuals who have left the 
Communist Party or been expulsed from it, The Yugoslavs are said to 
have guaranteed the dissident Austrian Communists the use of broad- 
casting facilities, a supply of propaganda material as well as finan- 
cial support, | 
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GOVERNMENT ECONOMY MEASURES TO BE INTRODUCED IN AUSTRIA. In reply to 
a parliamentary inquiry made by Deputies Hapsreiter, Drs Ma letta and 
Schumy (all members of the People's Party), Federal Chancellor Dr. 
Leopold Fig] declared that a series of sharp economy measures are now 
being studied and will soon be introduced in the country's government 
expenditures, These measures will result in mergers and dissolutions 
of various government offices, a decrease in public payrolls, restric- 
tions in the use of government vehicles, greater restrictions on offi- 
cial travelling both within the country and abroad, as well as other 
reductions in the operating costs of federal agencies, Dr, Figl 
stated that all expenditures are controlled in each agency or depart- 
ment by auditors who have full authority to verify all books: in addi- 
tion, every agency or department must submit a monthly account of its 
expenses to the Ministry of Finance, Furthermore, special “economy 
commissioners" check the expenditures of all government offices and 
finally, the Supreme Court of Accounts keeps a watchful eye on whether 


economy measures and methods of good management are being observed, by 
means Of periodic controls, 


AUSTRIAN PARLIAMEMYARY GROUP FOR EUROPEAN UNION ESTABLISHED, Austria's 
two government coalition parties, the People's Party and the Socialist 
Party, have agreed on the establishment of an Austrian parliamentary 
group to participate in the imovement for European federation, This 
action coincides with the conference for a Consultative European 
Assembly now convening in Strasbourg. Both parliamentary factions are 
sending representatives to Strasbourg. Deputy Eduard Ludwig has 
already attended some of the conferences of the European Council, His 
socialist colleague is Deputy Lr, bruno Pittermann, 





15,000 REFUGEES FROM EASTERN EUROPE ARRIVE IN AUSTRIA EVERY MONTH, 

The number or refugees fleeing from the Bbastern Huropean ‘Peoples’ 
Democracies" to Austria every month now amounts to 15,000, according 
to a statement made by General John S, Wood, director of the Interna- 
tional Refugee Organization (IRO), at a press conference in Vienna on 
August lith. In contrast, however, only some 4,000 displaced persons 
per month are leaving Austria under IRO auspices, General Wood dec- 
lared that this number could not be increased because of the immi- 
gration restrictions imposed by countries of possible resettlement and 
because of the limited funds now available to the IRO, The fate of 
those refugees still remaining in Austria after the IRO ceases its 
activities will present a serious problem, and the IRO has, therefore, 
proposed to the Austrian Government that the problem be handled in 
consultation with the international organization. The question is now 
being studied by the Austrian authorities, 





NEW AUSTRIAN ENVOY IN BELGRADE. Dr. Karl Braunias, Austria's new 
political representative and envoy to Yugoslavia, arrived in Belgrade 
on August 17th. Ue was received by the Chief of Protocole of the 
Yugoslav Foreign Ministry, Dr, Slavan Smodlaka, and by Dr, Alois Bi- 
lischitsch, Austrian Chargé d'Affaires in Belgrade, Until recently, 
Dr, Karl Brauntas nad been a member of Austria's diplomatic staff in 
Moscow, He replaces Dr, Orsini Rosenberg, who had been Austria's 
Minister to Yugoslavia until now and who played a particularly con- 
spicuous role during the Danuve Conference held in Belgrade in the 
summer of 1948, 





DR, SOMMARUGA, HEAD OF AUSTRIAN FOREIGN OFFICE TRADE DEPARTMENT DIES, 
Dr, heinrich Sommaruga, head of the trade department Of the Austrian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and former envoy abroad, died unexpectedly 
on August 18th. Dr. Sommaruga, who enjoyed a world-wide reputation 
as a specialist in international trade, finance and communications, 
was a member of the Austrian Foreign Ministry since 1909, Prior to 
the First World War, he had been an Attaché of the Austrian Legations 
in Constantinople and Rome, and during the late war, in Stockholm and 
Washington, After the First World War, he was active in drawing up 
trade treaties at the Foreign Ministry in Vienna, and from 1955 to 
1938, he was Austria's Minister in Stockholm, After the liberation 
of Austria, he became head of the trade department in the Foreign 
Office and played an active role in promoting the trade treaties of 
the last few yearse 
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REMAINS OF THEODOR HERZL REMOVED FROM VIENNA TO ISRAEL, Early in 





August, an Israeli state ceremony took place in Vienna. An Israeli 
Government delegation, led by Israel's Minister of Communications, 
David Remes, and including Minister Gruenbaum and Dr, Isidor Schallit, 
Dr. Herzl's oldest collaborator, arrived in Vienna by plane and atten- 
ded the ceremonies surrounding the exhumation of the remains of Theodor 
Herzl and his family from the Doebling Cemetery in Vienna. Eight offi- 
cers of the Israeli Army formed the guard of honor and a special wit 
of Austrian motorized police accompanied the coffins from the Doebling 
Cemetery to the Jewish Temple in the Seitenstaettengasse, After the 
divine services and a ceremony in the Vienna Concert Hall, which was 
attended by members of the Austrian Government, the coffins left the 
Austrian capital by air for Tel Aviv, from where they will be trans- 
ported to Jerusalem for ceremonial burial in a tomb hewn out of the 
rock. On August 12th, Dr, kurt Levin, the Israeli representative in 
Austria, expressed his thanks to Austrian Government authorities for 
their cooperation during the ceremonies, 


ECA RELEASES 225 MILLION SCHILLINGS FOR AUSTRIAN RECONSTRUCTION. 
Release Of 225 million schiliings (about }o2.5 million) from the 

' Austrian counterpart fund for industrial and agricultural development 
in Austria was announced on August 22nd by the Economic Cooperation 
Administration in Washington and Vienna, 

Of this amount, ECA said, 43.65 million schillings will be used 
for railroad reconstruction, 55 million schillings will be spent for 
power projects, and 20,5 million schillings have been released for 
agricultural improvement. 

Funds released for railroads will finance the reconstruction of 
500 war-damaged freight cars and 80 kilometers of roadway and the 
purchase of 200 new freight cars from a Vienna firm, 

Power projects include the construction of a hydroelectric plant 
at Kaprun. When completed, the dam will be about 400 feet high and 
1,150 feet across, and the reservoir will store nearly three billion 
cubic feet of water, The power generating station will produce 
600,000,000 kilowatt hours of electricity per year, 

Funds for the agricultural program will be used for the develop- 
ment of extension and advisory services and for the increase of crop 
production, It is estimated that more than 70 irrigation projects will 
increase the yield of thousands of acres, and 502 farm road projects 
and 1,000 cableway and lift projects will provide means of moving 
produce to marlet for 8,479 farms, Silos will be built on 28,550 farms 
to increase and improve feed for dairy cows, and livestock production 
will be improved by extension of artificial insemination programs and 
by greater use of vaccines and serums to prevent disease. 

Other projects to be financed by the counterpart fund release are: 

Improvement of roads, forests, water mains and sewers - 
16 million schillings, 

Postal and telegraph services - 7.28 million schillings. 
Construction of coal mining facilities - 9.7 million 
schillings. 

Forestry (improving primary logging transportation, roads 
and cableways) - 6 million schillings,. 

Iron and steel industry (construction and installation of 
equipment of plants in Styria and Linz) - 40 million schillings. 
Nonferrous metals industry (including construction of 
Austria's first zinc smelter) - 17,27 million schillings. 
Iron and steel processing - 7 million schillings,. 
Electrical equipment industry - 5.7 million schillings. 
Chemical industry - 13.85 million schillings. 

Cement industry - 5 million schillings. 


AUSTRIA'S GENERAL ECONOMIC SITUATION (continued At issue). 
In its last issue, tne AUSTRIAN INFORMAT bulletin reprinted part of 
the official Austrian report on Austria's 1949/50 economic program 
submitted to the OEEC (Organization of European Economic Cooperation) 
in Paris. Following is the concluding excerpt from that’ report: 

The measures that went into effect during the 1948/49 fiscal year 
to raise the country's agricultural output will be continued in 1949/50, 
They will be implemented by greater imports and the increased use of 
fertilizers, high-grade seed and fodder, As a result, domestic food 
production is expected to satisfy 56% of the country's food require- 
ments in 1949/50 as compared to about 54% in 1948, The 1952/55 pro- 
duction target calls for a 73% coverage of such requirements, which 
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corresponds to the prewar situation, 

In the industrial field, a further increase in productivity, es- 
pecially with a view to exports, is expected as a result of a more 
developed and more rational utilization of production machinery, The 
following comparison of 1948/49 production results and exports with 
the production goals of the 2nd annual program (1949/50) in a few 
major branches of industry - confined, of course, to certein special 
cases only - is indicative of the trends in these industries: 

itining and Electric Power, Domestic production of brown coal is 
to be raised by 10-15% after arrival of the mining equipment (worth 
about 1,5 million dollars) provided for under the 2nd annual program 
and as a result of a simultaneous improvement in rational mining 
methods, In the field of electric energy, the further development of 
hydroelectric power is also expected to result in a 10% increase in 
output, although even this increase will not be sufficient to fully 
cover the 1949/50 winter electric power requirements of industry's 
greater production schedules, 

tron end Steel Industries. Compared to the previous year, no im- 
portant changes, either with regard to imports or exports, are ex- 
pected in these industrial fields during the 1949/50 period. A 15-20% 
increase is however contemplated in the supply of materials for the 
country's secondary iron and steel industries, Iajor investment 
projects will not yet produce any appreciable effects in 1949/50, 

Wietal Industry. An average 25% production increase can be ex- 
pected in the field of non-ferrous metals. There is hope for an even 
greater increase in the output of aluminum which will improve the 
supply of semi-finished metals for the electrical industry, for the 
construction of instruments and apparatus and for numerous other 
branches of the finishing industry. 

Electrical Industry, A further increase in production is ex- 
pected in this field as a result of the continuously improving supply 
of raw materials and semi-finished products, The precarious situation 
prevailing last year in the supply of copper will be eased, 

Textile Industry. Greater aaparty during the 1949/50 fiscal year 
as well as improved domestic supplies ‘reaching about three fourths 
of the prewar level) are expected to raise exports from 25,5 million 
dollars (in 1948/49) to 28,5 million dollars, This will represent a 
production increase of about 50% as compared to 1948 in the output of 
cotton cloth and fabrics made of artificial fibers. The processing 
of wool, however, is expected to remain at about the previous year's 
level, In 1948 the production of finished textiles had reached only 
about half of the prewar output. 

The following table of comparison between the 1948 output and 
the production targets of the 2nd annual program (1949/50) in the 
various branches of industry mentioned above illustrates the country's 
expected industrial development. 

Products 1948 1949/1950 
1. Coal (exclusive of consumption Tin tons unless otherwise specified ) 

at the imines themselves) 3,558,000 3,850,000 
2. Iron and Steel 























a) pig iron 613, 209 750,000 
b) crude steel 648,881 750,000 
c) rolled products 385,620 527,000 
3, Electric Power (+) 5,112 5,050 


(million KWH) 
4, Agriculture 


a) bread grain 558, 000 627 ,000 

b) coarse grain 470,000 580, 000 

c) fats and oils 31,000 33,000 

d) meat 129, 500 160, 500 

e) potatoes 2,069,000 2,430,000 

f) milk 1,745,000 1,893,000 

(of which skimmed milk) 370,000 420,000 

5, Textiles 23,523 35,900 
6, Wood 3 3 
* a) soft wood saw logs 2,601,000 192,928,000 m® 
b) hard wood saw logs 98,000 m’ 116,000 m 
c) pulp wood 1,078,000 m1,320,000 m 








(#)-The result of an especially favorable water supply only. 
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7. Paper 
a) paper 190,000 215,000 
b) pulp 157,000 192,000 
8, Non-ferrous metals 
a) aluminun 13,357 17 ,000 
b) lead (from ores only and excluding : : 
scrap ) 3,274 4,500 
9, Nitrogenous Fertilizers (pure nitrogendy 99 70,000 
10,Magnesite 
a) caustic 51,853 56,000 
b) sinter 35,875 53,000 
c) stones 91,365 105,000 
11. Cement 720,000 850,000 


AUSTRIAN COAL PRODUCTION IN JULY, In July 1949, Austria's coal pro- 
duction reached the record figure of 554,550 tons, The output for the 
same month in 1948 and 1946 amounted to 296,697 and 205,538 tons, 
respectively. 


AUSTRIAN FEDERAL RAILROADS ORDER MODEKN DOUBLE-DECKER RAIL CARS, The 
Austrian Federal Railroads have just placed an order with several 
domestic companies for the construction cf 14 ultra-modern Diesel rail 
cars. These cars will be 88,5 feet long and 14,5 feet high, They will 
be equipped with a bar, as well as with wardrobe and baggage facil- 
ities, The new cars will seat 110 passengers and have a cruising speed 
of over 70 miles per hour, When completed, the cars will be placed in 
service on the steam-operated lines in Southern Austria (the Vienna- 
Graz and the Vienna-Klagenfurt lines) in order to decrease trevelling 
time and increase travelling comfort, Furthermore, a large number of 
new freight cars are also in ccnstruction in Austria. Work was re- 
cently begun on 700 such freight cars, some of which will be placed 
into service before the end of the year in order to alleviate the 
pressing shortage of freight rolling stock, 





AUSTRIA INCREASES YIELD OF HER SOLE COPPER MINE. The only Austrian 
copper deposits worthy Of extensive exploitation are those located in 
Mitterberg (Salzburg). These deposits are estimated at about one and 

a half million tons with an additional 5 million tons considered as 
probable, The latter copper resources have not yet been tapped, After 
the end of the war production at the Mitterberg Copper Mine had dropped 
to less than 6,000 tons because of the lack of electric power and labor 
shortages, But by 1948 production had been increased to 55,000 tons 
per year, with a copper concentrate yieid of 2,200 tons. It is esti- 
mated that this year about 60,000 tons of copper ore will be mined 
with a copper concentrate yield of 4,500 tons, The introduction of 
three working shifts is expected to increase the output still further 
after August, At the present time, living quarters are being built 

for the miners and additional machinery is being purchased, These 
measures will bring the yearly production figure to 100,000 tons of 
copper ore and 7,000 tons of copper concentrate by the summer of 1950, 
The metal concentrate is smelted at the Montan Works in Brixlegg 
(Tyrol) which produce some 2,000 tons of pure copper per year. But 
since Austria's yearly reguirements of copper amount to between 12,000 
and 15,000 tons, a large proportion of the copper needed will therefore 
continue to be imported from abroad, Thanks to the increase in pro- 
duction and the use of more rational production methods, it has been 
possible to reduce the cost price of Austrian copper by 20%, thereby 
bringing it somewhat more in line with the price of copper on the 
world market, 


AUSTRIAN SHOE PRODUCTION INCREASED BY 728 IN ONE YEAR. From July l, 
1948 to June 50, 1945, Austrian shoe production increased by 72% to 
reach a total output of 6,257,490 pairs, as compared to 5,626,482 pairs 


during the previous year, In Jume 1949, more than 700,000 pairs were 
produced, an amount which, together with the shoes being turned out by 


hand, is sufficient to meet the demand, A not inconsiderable contribut- 


ing factor in this production increase were the important quantities 
of leather imported with Marshall Plan funds. Now that domestic re- 
quirements of everyday shoes have been met, the footwear industry is 
devoting an important part of its output to fashion shoes, 
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AUSTRIAN SOAP INDUSTRY RFACHES TWO THIRDS OF PEACETIWE OUTPUT, With 
Marshall Plan aid, Austria's soap industry has today reached a mon- 
thiy production of 7 million cakes of soap, 300,000 sticks of shaving 
cream and 6-1/2 million half-pound packages of soap flakes, ‘loreover, 
raw materials obtained as a result of barter agreements are being used 
to produce large quantities of toilet soap which continues however to 
remain relatively expensive, One cake of ordinary soap (about 1/4 1b, 
in weight) now costs approximately 7 cents (75 groschen) and a half- 
pound package of soap flakes costs 8 cents (80 groschen), The in- 
crease in Austrian soap production dealt a death blow to the black 
market in soap which had been furthered by the Russian Economic Ad- 


ministration in that the latter illegally sold soap made in the re- 
quisitioned factories at higher prices, 





AUSTRIA AND INDIA SIGN TRADE TREATY, The trade talks held in Vienna 
during the month of July between the Austrian Government and an Indian 
trade delegation headed by India's plenipotentiary in Europe for eco- 
nomic matters, General Khub-Chand, have ied to the signing of a one- 
year trade agreement between the two countries, ‘Under the terms of 
this trade treaty, Austria will export to India 18 million dollars’ 
worth of merchandise and import an equivalent value of Indian goods 
in exchange, Austria's major exports will consist of steel, paper, 
textiles, chemicals, machinery and apparatus, in return for Indian 
deliveries of cotton, wool, hemp, hides, furs, tea and spices, This 
first agreement establishes the foundation for future trade between 
the two countries and it is expected that by next year the volume of 
trade will be at least twice as large. 


WOMEN MAKE UP A THIRD OF AUSTRIAN LABOR FORCE. In 1948, there were 
1,895,920 gainfully-employed individuals in austria, according to the 
employment figures for the year 1948 recently released by the Federal 
Ministry of Social Affairs in Vienna, Of these, 642,644, or approxi- 
mately one third, were women, Vienna had the largest number of 
workers and employees of any of the provinces, namely 490,795, Next 
came Lower Austria with 305,964, Upper Austria with 292,658, Styria 
with 281,451, Carinthia with 128,665, Tyrol with 102,120, Salzburg 
with 797,202, Vorarlberg with 48,295 and finally the Burgenland with 
28,262, With women accounting for 39% of its labor force, Vienna has 
the highest percentage of female employees in Austria, 

A breakdown of these figures according to professional groupings 
shows that 286,107 individuals were engaged in comercial, office and 
administrative work, The second largest group was that of the agricul- 
tural workers, of whom ti:ere were 281,820, Furthermore, there were 
193,662 unskilled workers, 183,284 workers in the metal industries, 
137,981 in transportation, 154,865 in domestic service and 90,245 in 
the building industry. The smallest professional group of employees 
was that of the stage and screen workers, of whom there were 561. 
The number of foreign employees in Austria in 1948 amounted to 
209, 448, 





INCORRECT LIST OF SOVIET-CONFISCATED AUSTRIAN PROPERTY PUBLISHED IN 
New YORK. A New YLork publication recently publisned a list of 
Austrian firms, alleged to be a compilation of Austrian manufacturing 
plants confiscated as "German property" by the Soviet authorities in 
Austria. The Chamber of Commerce for Lower Austria, in Vienna, states 
that this list is not correct, According to the official communica- 
tion from Vienna, no claim was ever made by the Russians concerning 
the following firms: Hanf-Jute & Textilite Industrie A.G., Neuda bei 
Poechlarn; Walek & Co., Wiener Neustadt; Patria Spinnerei & Wirkwaren- 
fabriken A,G,, Heidenreichenstein; Stoelzle Glasindustrie A,G,, Alt 
Nagelberg; Richard Klinger A,G,, Guwupoldskirchen, 








FLOODS CAUSE DAMAGE THROUGHOUT AUSTRIA. The bad weather that broke 
Out all over Austria in the middle of August led to cloudbursts and 
heavy rainfall which brought floods, landslides and destruction in 
their wake, Many important rail lines - particularly the Vienna- 
Selztal-Bischofshofen, the Salzburg-Graz and the Linz-Graz lines, as 
well as the lines in the Upper Salzach valley and the one running 
along the Dariube between Krems and Grein - were out of service for 
several days, Miles of tracks in the Enns valley, in Styria, and 
along the Danube fell prey to the floods and were washed away. Much 
of the town of Ardagger (Lower Austria) is under water and 48 houses 
have been washed away. Many sections of the highway network in 
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Styria, Upper Austria, Lower Austria and Salzburg are still not pass- 
able, but police, gendarmerie and emergency labor units are working 
feverishly to restore all the major highways to traffic, At Vienna, 
the Danube reached a high-water mark of more than 22 feet, but since 
August 18th the waters have receded, Various port installations in 
the metropolitan area of Vienna as well as buildings along the Danube, 
in the city district of Florisdorf, were flooded and had to be vacated. 
The damage caused by the floods so far has been estimated at more than 
100 million schillings, 


VIENNA PLAYS HOST TO AN INCREASING NUMBER OF TOURISTS. During the 
first half of 1949, Vienna was visited by 110,000 tourists, including 
25,000 from abroad, These availed themselves of a total of about 
400,000 daily accommodations; each visitor thus stayed in Vienna for 
an average of four days. The month of liay was the busiest, as far as 
daily accommodations were concerned (75,000), and June was the month 
during which most foreigners were in the city, namely 4,500 (mostly 
Swiss, Americans, Italians). Compared to the statistics for the year 
1937, this year's number of tourists in Vienna represents 60% of the 
pre-war figure, An interesting sidelight is the fact that those 
tourists who today lead the list of nationalities (Italians, Swiss, 
Americans), before the war made up only a small fraction of the total 
figure, whereas nationals from those countries which sent most tourists 
to Austria before the war (Czechoslovakia, Germany, Poland and Hungary) 
have been almost totally absent this year, 


TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS ON THE INCREASE IN VIENNA, During the first half of 
1949, there were 4,481 traffic accidents in Vienna, as compared to 
5,598 for the same period in 1948 and 2,652 for the corresponding 
period in 1947, Traffic accidents during the first six months of this 
year caused the death of 115 persons and serious or slight injury to 
an additional 2,500, 521 of whom were children, Seven hundred traffic 
accidents were caused by speeding and almost 200 were attributed to in- 
toxication, The rapid rise in the number of traffic accidents in Vienna 
is due primarily to the increase in the number of motor vehicles, On 
June 30th of this year, there were 54,232 motor vehicles in the city, 
as compared to 58,941 in June 1948 and 27,524 in the fall of 1947. In 
other words, in less than two years the number of motor vehicles in 
Vienna more than doubled, Most of the accidents have occurred between 
11 a.m, and noon and between 3 and 6 p,m, The city's police force is 
doing its utmost to prevent children from playing in the streets. 





FAMOUS KUBIN DRAWING STOLEN IN SALZBURG. In the afternoon of August 
10th, a famous drawing by Alfred Kubin - "The War Horse" - was stolen 
from the Kubin Exhibition in the Belz gallery in Salzburg. The stolen 
work of art is a colored pen-and-ink drawing, The theft caused much 
excitement in Salzburg, but local police authorities have narrowed 
down their search to a relatively small number of suspects, and it is 
hoped that the thief will soon be apprehended, 





AUSTRIAN MEDICAL CONVENTION TO BE HELD IN SALZBURG IN SEPTEMBER, The 
1949 Austrian Medical Convention will be held in Salzburg between 
September 5th and 7th, under the presidency of Dr, Witek and in the 
presence of Dr, Chisholm, Director General of the World Health Organi- 
zation, More than 30 physicians will submit reports on their fields 
of specialization and on the two main topics of the convention: 
"Diseases of the Thyroid Gland" and "Tumors of the Lung", 





VIENNA SOCCER TEAM BEATS PRAGUE ELEVEN, - On August 18th, Austria's 
famous soccer team “Vienna” triumphed over the leading Czechoslovak 
team of "Sparta" (Prague) by 3 to 2 at the Vienna Stadium, in the pres- 
ence of 60,000 cheering fans, The Vienna-Sparta encounter is tradi- 
tionally one of Central Europe's major soccer events. Although the 
Czechs had managed to build up a lead of 2 to 0, to which they clung 
until well into the second half, the Viennese players turned the 

tables during the last 30 minutes of play. The Vienna eleven, who just 
returned from a successful tour of Germany during which they beat the 
Nuremberg team, are one of Austria's leading soccer teams, 





ASSISTANCE TO AUSTRIAN UNIVERSITIES, As a result of a letter published 
in issue No, lo of this bulletin, we have received the following com- 
munication from Dr, Ernst Hauser, Professor of Chemistry at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the Worcester Polytechnic 
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Institute: 

"It is not only foreign scientific and technological periodicals 
which are badly needed by Austrian universities and technical insti- 
tutes, but also textbooks. Austrian libraries have been depleted of 
standard German textbooks in chemistry and physics, partly as a result 
of the German occupation and partly as a result of war damage. I 
therefore urge every Austrian or former Austrian now living in the 
United States to mail not only periodicals, but also German scientific 
books, as I have been doing since the end of hostilities, In addition, 
the shipment of CARE packages is also highly appreciated. last winter 
I collected enough money from one of my classes in colloid chemistry 
to ship ten CARE packages to students of chemistry at the Technische 
Hochschule (Institute of Technology) in Vienna," 


AUSTRIA WINS THREE WORLD KAYAK RACING TITLES, An Austrian team of 
three women and five men won three out of four world titles in the 
kayak-slalom world championship races held this sumer in Geneva, 
Switzerland, ilore than 100 representatives from 17 nations partici- 
pated. in the women's singles, Hedi Pillwein from Vienna with 632,8 
points beat Fritzi Schwing] (Austria) with 663,1 points, Gerti Pertl- 
wieser (Austria), Jeanine Maule (Switzerland) and Lucienne Schirmer 
(France), In the men's singles, Otmar Eiterer of Vienna with 594 
triumphed over Hans Fruehwirt (Austria) with 601 points, Wermer Zim- 
mermann (Switzerland) and Bordeaux (France). In the team races for 
women, the Austrian team (Pillwein, Schwingl, Pertlwieser) won first 
place, but in the team races for men the Austrian team (Fruehwirt, 
Pillwein, Danek) was beaten by the Swiss team and had to content itself 
with second place; the Czechoslovak team won third place, 








The Information Department of the Austrian Consulate 
General in New York announces the publication of 


fh SS eae 
A SUMMARY OF FACTS AND FIGURES 


which will be available around September lst, This illustrated 
handbook will contain useful information on the following sub- 
jects: 


GEOGRAPHY (Areas; Boundaries; Topography, Climates; Population; 
The Federal States). 
HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT (Brief Historical Outline; Political 
Development since 1945; Form of 
Government), 


CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS (Education; Science 
and Technical Achievements; Music; Literature 
and aenera Architecture; Painting and Sculp- 
ture ). 


ECONOMY (Agriculture; Forestry; Hydroelectric Power; 
Mining; Manufacturing; Foreign Trades; European 
Recovery Program in Austria; Finance; Trans- 
portation; Social Legislation). 


SOME BASIC FIGURES. 


The 80 pages of this publication will present an overall 
picture of Austria as it is and as it was, This booklet may 
be obtained, free of charge, by writing to: Austrian Consulate 
Géneral, Information Department, 509 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, 
N, Y. 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY MATERIAL PROM 
AUSTRIAN INFORMATION ’ 
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10th, a famous drewing by Alfred iubin - "The War Horse" - was stolen 
from the lubin Exhibition in the Belz gallery in Salzburg. The stolen 
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Institutes: 

"It is not only foreign scientific and technological periodicals 
woich are badly needed by Austrian universities and technical insti- 
tutes, but also textbooks. Austrian libraries have been depleted of 
standard German textbooks in chemistry and physics, partly as a result 
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AJ3SUPIA WINS THRES VORLD KAYAK RACING TITLES. An Austrian team of 
three women and five men won three out of four world titles in the 
kayak-slaiom world chamoionship races held this swimmer in Geneva, 
Switzerland, iiore than 100 representatives from 17 nations partici- 
pated. in the women's singles, Hedi Pillwein from Vienna with 6352,8 
points beat Fritzi Schwing] (Austria) with 663,1 points, Gerti Pertil- 
wieser (Austria), Jeanine liaule (Switzeriand) and Lucienne Schirmer 
(France). In the men's singles, Otmar Siterer of Vienna with 594 
triumphed over Fans Fruehwirt (Austria) with 601 points, Werner Zim- 
mermann (Switzerland) and Kordeaux (France). in the team races for 
women, the Austrian team (Pillwein, Schwingl, vertlwieser) won first 
place, but in the team races for ten the Austrian team (Fruehwirt, 
Pillvein, Danek) was beaten by the swiss team and had to content itself 
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A SUMMARY OF FACTS AND FIGUKES 


which will be available around September lst, This illustrated 
handbook will contain useful information on the foliowing sub- 
jects: 


GEOGRAPHY (Areas; Boundaries; Topography, Climates; Population; 

The Federal States). 

HISTORY AND GOVERITMENT (Brief Historical Outline; vrolitical 
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Government). 
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ECONOMY (Agriculture; Forestry; Hydroelectric Power; 
Mining; Manufacturing; Foreign Trade; European 
Recovery Program in Austria; Finance; Trans- 
portation; Social Legislation). 


SOME BASIC FIGURES. 


The 80 pages of this publication will present an overall 
picture of Austria as it is and as it was, This booklet may 
be obtained, free of charge, by writing to: Austrian Consulate 
General, Information Department, 509 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, 
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